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WEBSITE

More news about our Website, we have had a change
to our web address - we have had to ammend part of
the address, so the new amended address is:
http://www.fairheigss.eq.edu.au

Remember our Newsletter and Prattle go up on the
Website the next day after our newsletter is
distributed.

CONGRATULATIONS

Our Fairview Heights SS Choir performed at the
Eisteddfod on Tuesday. They looked and sounded
beautiful!!! We were all so proud of their efforts and
not only did they look good, but they sounded good
too!!! They were awarded Highly Commended!
Thank you to Mrs Pelcher and Mrs Larsen for their
efforts in preparing the children for their Eisteddfod
performance. WELL DONE!!!

INFLUENZA A (SWINE FLU) AND GOOD
HYGIENE TIPS

Queensland Health has advised it is "business as
usual" for schools after the confirmation of Australia's
first case of the new strain of Influenza A (otherwise
referred to as Human Swine Influenza) on Saturday 9
May 2009.

Good hygiene practices while coughing or sneezing,
and regular hand-washing, are major factors in
preventing the spread of any infection including
Influenza A.

However as parents and carers of young children, we
all understand how difficult it can be to get kids to
wash their hands at the correct times — and to do it

properly!

A helpful information sheet about sanitary hand-
washing techniques is available at
www.education.gld.gov.au/health/pdfs/healthsafety/
hand-wash-solutions.pdf

NAPLAN TESTS

Like all schools nationwide, some of our students are
participating in the National Assessment Program —
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests this week (12
- 14 May).

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be assessed in the
areas of Reading, Writing, Language Conventions
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy.
Within the Numeracy test Year 7 and 9 students
undertake a calculator-allowed test, followed by a non-
calculator test.

We expect that the test results will be sent to our
school in September this year, and an individual
NAPLAN report for each student will be sent home.
These confidential reports will show your child’s
results against key national information in each year
level.

Our school will use the information in a number of
ways, primarily to better identify students requiring
additional support, and to identify strengths and
improvement areas in teaching programs.

While the NAPLAN report is an important measure of
how all students are performing, it is important to
remember that it is only one aspect of the school’s
assessment and reporting process.
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judgements made by our highly skilled and experienced
teachers.

It is important that students receive ongoing support at
home throughout the year in developing literacy and
numeracy skills. For tips and information please visit
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/ma

INDUSTRIAL ACTION UPDATE

On Wednesday of this week, | sent home to all parents a
letter from Education Queensland about the impending
strike.

Another letter from Education Queensland is included in
today’s newsletter. This letter is sent to all schools
throughout Queensland.

Please read this and be mindful that the majority of
teachers at our school will be participating in the Strike
Action, so the number of adults to provide supervision will
be minimal.

Parents do need to know that Schools will be remaining
open with very few staff.

I will continue to keep parents informed about
developments in relation to the impending strike and will
let you know of any changes.

MINISTERIAL HOLIDAY

Our Ministerial Holiday this year will be held at a different
time of the year. At our recent P/C Meeting, members
supported the change in timing for the holiday. As a
school we thought we would hold our Ministerial Holiday
for 2009 on MONDAY 5 OCTOBER.

This means that the Ministerial Holiday will be on
first day after the September Holidays

Remember that all Queensland State Schools have
their Pupil Free Day for Term 4 on the Third Monday
after the September Holidays, which this year is
Monday 19 October .

So in Term 4 2009, we will have our Ministerial Holiday
on the first Monday after the holidays and still have the
Pupil Free Day two weeks later.

The only difference for Fairview Heights SS this year, is
that we are holding our Ministerial Holiday earlier, rather
than in November.

The Ministerial Holiday is given to schools in the State
not receiving a day for the Brisbane Exhibition. Different
schools take their Ministerial holiday on different days to
suit the needs of the school. A Ministerial Holiday is a
Pupil Free Day, Students do not attend. Only
teachers attend for planning purposes. So please
put this date in your diary.

the

PARKING

The LOOK OUT PROGRAM in the afternoon is running
well and this has effectively managed the traffic flow for
the drop off zone in the afternoons. WELL DONE!
HOWEVER, the sad story is, that in the mornings the
outcome is not as good!

The Look Out Program does not run in the mornings
before school commences, and what we are finding, is
that many parents are not using the Drop Off Zone, in
front of the Admin Building correctly. The same rule
applies as in the afternoons; the area is still a Drop Off
Zone, NOT A PARKING AREA. Parents DO NOT get out
of their cars to take their children inside. We have had
many instances where parents are hemmed in by cars
that do not have anyone in.

http://www.fairheigss.eq.edu.au




Principals Message Cont....

Police do monitor this situation regularly, so I'd hate to think
that we have parents being booked for using this area incor-

rectly!

SO.iiie, Please use the Drop Off Zone in the correct
way, and do not park your car there and leave it un  at-
tended. Thank you for your anticipated support wit h this
issue .

ARTS COUNCIL

Just a reminder that our upcoming Arts Council perf orm-

ance “Thoughts Have Feelings Too” will be Yrs 4-7 on 28
May and Prep —3 on 22 June. Payment and permissions
are due by Thursday 21 May.

BABY BOY

Mrs Humpbhries, our Teacher Librarian gave birth to a beautiful
baby boy last week. Archer Edward Humphries weighed in at a
very healthy 9lbs 1 0z and Judy and baby are doing very well.
Congratulations Judy, enjoy your break with your family and
especially the new addition. ENJOY!

Julie Raitelli—Principal

DATES TO REMEMBER
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FRONT GATE OF SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY 20 MAY—8.00 9.00am

EVERYTHING $2.00

Where:
When:

Cost:

All funds go to the P&C Association
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EISTEDDFOD

Congratulations to all our choir members. You have all
done a FANTASTIC job at the Eisteddfod.

Parents, without all your support we would not be able to
achieve success - THANK YOU.

Students need to bring back the black pants and the
shirts they have borrowed.

Choral Fanfare

Please remember to send back the Choral Fan- fare
permission slips ASAP - before the end of this week if
possible. We need to finalise the bus booking very
soon.

Choral Fanfare is open to the public and entry will be
free. The programme starts at 9am until 2pm. At least
33 choirs are performing on that day.

Students need to be in Full choir uniform - if they do
not have their own shirts/pants maybe now might be a
good time to purchase them. We are going to perform
on several occasions this year and the Band will need
the pants and shirts that we borrowed for their Eistedd-
fod in June/July.

Music greetings

Carien Pelcher & Hilary Redfearn

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who
have recently been named in Darling Downs Repre-
sentative Teams :

Mady Mogg
DD Hockey Team

Josh Adams
DD AFL Team

Corey Guse
DD Hockey Team

same. This date change will remain regardless of
whether stop work action goes ahead.

ATHLETICS NEWS FLASH - AMENDMENT
Due to Cross Country date change and possible

I Students born in 1998 will now be Monday afternoon

from 1.50 - 2.00pm

U Students born in 1999 will now be Wednesday morn-

session)
All other dates and times are correct - at this point!

Al Aston—PE Teacher
Maddy
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